10/6/21, 10:51 AM Gmail - Municipal Election IMPORTANT Dal rial Lethbridge Fish & Game Association

. F‘ G

Rajko Dodic <rajkododic@gmail.com>

Municipal Election IMPORTANT Dated Material Lethbridge Fish & Game Associatio

2 messages ‘

Scott Sweetman <Ifga.community.relations@gmail.com> Tue, Oct 5, 2021 at 1:57 PM
To: Michelle Sylvestre <lfga.secretary@gmail.com>
Bec: rajkododic@gmail.com

Dear Candidate,

On behalf of the Lethbridge Fish & Game Association and our over 2000 members, their families and associated friends |
would like to thank you for running in the civic election. As a volunteer community service organization, we believe
strongly in the democratic processes and respect all those willing to serve the citizens of our community.

We have been active community builders in the City of Lethbridge for over 98 years. During this time we have worked
closely with the City of Lethbridge to serve our members and the citizens of Lethbridge. Services we provide are unique
and barrier-free educational, sporting, recreational, cultural, environmental, conservational, and social opportunities.

To maintain this high level of community and conservational service and involvement we strongly advise all our members
to vote and ask them to encourage their friends and family to also be active voters.

We support this process by giving all candidates in the municipal election a chance to share a message with our
members and to answer a short questionnaire that addresses some of the main concerns expressed by members of our
community.

By answering as directly as possible and stating your position in clear terms it will send a decisive message to those
concerned with these issues on your stance and allow them to vote accordingly.

We have a very large digital/social media following in Lethbridge that represents a far greater number of voters than our
direct mail members, we, therefore, will be posting any Candidate messages and question responses to all our social
media and web-based platforms. If you choose not to reply this will be noted as well.

We are hoping to receive your message if you wish to send one (you may include a photo/image) and your replies to
the questions below no later than Friday, October 8th so we can share them over the weekend to be helpful for those
voting in advance polls.

Although we know you must be very busy we trust you are happy to take a few minutes to share your views with the
voters of Lethbridge as a matter of record.

LFGA City of Lethbridge By-Election Candidate Questions.

1) Do you support the continued operation of the Lethbridge Fish & Game Shooting Sports Facility in the current location
in Pennaquim Park?

2) The Federal government has said it will place the choice of banning handguns in the hands of municipalities.
Lethbridge has an extremely active handgun sport-related community and culture. Would you support banning handguns
in Lethbridge? Why or why not?

3) Do you believe a ban on so-called ‘assault-style weapons’ that were legally owned by law-abiding people involved in
the shooting sports makes our communities safer?

4) Do you understand the process of becoming a licensed firearm owner in Canada? Do you have a PAL or RPAL?

5) Have you experienced sport shooting or ethical hunting yourself? What do you think are the key points to ethical
hunting?

6) Have you used the Lethbridge Fish & Game Associations Shooting Sports Facility or been involved in any of our many
conservation projects or activities?

7) Do you support the City's financial support of facility upgrades at the LFGA Shooting Sports Facility?
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8) Do you support the statement that the Lethbridge Fish and Game Association Shooting Sports Facility and related
organizations represent an important community sport and recreation resource in our community?

9) Do you believe that the LFGA Shooting Sports Facility should be treated differently than other sporting venues by the
City of Lethbridge. If so, how?

10) The LFGA on behalf of its members donates thousands of dollars, and thousands of hours into conservation and
habitat yearly. Do you feel this is important at the municipal level and are you involved in any of these activities or do you
support wildlife conservation and habitat protection in other ways?

If you would also like to share a message with our members and on our media platforms please send it in an email
attachment to this email address and in the subject line type ‘Candidate Message - and your name.’

If you have any questions about this process please contact me via email at this address.

Scott Sweetman

Community Relations Chair

Text / Phone 403-360-2520

Email | Web Page | FaceBook
Lethbridge Fish and Game Association
LFGA Shooting Sports Facility

Rajko Dodic <rajkododic@gmail.com> Wed, Oct 6, 2021 at 10:51 AM

To: Scott Sweetman <lfga.community.relations@gmail.com>

Scott,
| am attaching my responses to the Lethbridge Fish & Game Association survey. Let me know if the format doesn't work.
Thanks.

Take care.
Rajko Dodic

Councillor Candidate
[Quoted text hidden]

@ Fish and Game Survey Response.docx
18K
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Fish & Game Association Survey Responses (in the order they were posed):

1.

In the interests of full disclosure, your members may be aware that ten or so years or ago,
I supported an initiative that would have the current shooting sports facility moved out of
Lethbridge and into the County. The idea was to have the City assist in such a move over
a period of time to ensure the least amount of disruption to those using the facility. The
Resolution was not successful and the shooting range continues at its’ current location to
this date. When City Council votes on an issue and the majority support whatever the
initiative may be, it then becomes a Council decision. What that means is that all
Council members, irrespective of how they voted on an issue, are to support the decision
because that was what the majority decided. That’s the essence of democracy. My
practice has always been to accept whatever decision may be and then move forward and
not attempt to revisit an issue even though one may do so after the expiration of six
months. An example where Council did not do that is in the case of the blue bin
recycling program that was defeated a number of times, revisited a number of times and
finally was approved. The point I am trying to make is that once Council had made the
decision to retain the current site, I adopted that decision and never made efforts to have
it revisited. My stance today is that Council has decided and I support the current
location.

Frankly, I doubt the Federal Government would place the ‘banning of handguns’ in the
hands of Municipal Councils. It may be one of their ‘talking points’ but you can well
imagine how unworkable such an attempt might be where you have thousands of various
sized municipalities each potentially having their own version of handgun ‘control’.
Thus, you can have handguns legal in one City and, if you went to another one, even with
a proper transport permit, you might find yourself offside that particular municipality’s
laws. I don’t support any law that would prohibit law abiding sportspeople from
owning, transporting and using handguns in a safe and properly supervised location
designed for shooting firearms.

Our communities aren’t made safer by preventing law abiding people from owning legal
weapons irrespective of what they may be. Making bans of anything retroactively is not
an appropriate way to deal with any issue. I have to admit that I may not understand the
need or desire to own an ‘assault-style’ weapon, neverthelkess, I am certainly not going
to advocate that they be banned. The key phrase in your question is the reference to ‘law-
abiding people’ and, by definition, such folks are responsible users of firearms.....that’s
what you would want in a gun owner.

I am not currently familiar with the process of becoming a licensed firearm owner in
Canada today. Decades ago, when I went bird hunting with friends (pheasant, quail,
grouse, ducks and geese) I was required to obtain a Firearms Acquisition Permit which
has since lapsed. The sad reality was that, as a hunter, I really sucked. Luckily, I
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replaced my lack of hunting prowess, by going north of Prince Rupert, B.C. to fish for
Salmon and Halibut at which endeavor I was more successful.

My limited experiences with sport shooting are as noted in the response to the previous
question. The few times I hunted, I made sure that the hunting was legal (not out of
season or on private property without permission), that we removed our shell casings and
any refuse, didn’t damage the area we were hunting in, only took as many birds that we
could actually eat and generally made sure that we left the area where we were hunting in
the same condition we found it. I could spout what GOOGLE defines as ethical hunting
but I think my personal experiences should give you a sense of what I believe ethical
hunting involves.

Other than visiting the shooting sports facility years ago to see the safety upgrades that
were made, I have not visited the site since.

In terms of financial support, I could give you the answer that I am sure a number of
candidates may give which would be that they would support further City financial
support. My answer, however, is that there numerous community projects that would be
great to have but if you are familiar with the Capital Improvement Program, you will
know that only a small number of projects can actually be funded. Each project has to
be compared to every other project and, at the end of the day, the theory is that the project
that has the most community buy-in will likely be approved always bearing in mind that
there are only limited monies available. A project has a better chance of success if there
are targeted grants available from either or both of the Federal or Provincial
Government. For example, the Province made a fair bit of money available for the
Lethbridge and District Exhibition expansion which made it much more attractive for the
City to contribute local tax payer money for the project. The short answer to the
question is that, if a capital funding request is made, it will be considered having regard
to the other projects being advocated for. In short, no promises....but a fair hearing.

I do believe that the Shooting Sports facilities and related organization represents an
important resource in our community. There are many organizations in Lethbridge that
fit into this description which is important for a diverse community with a variety of
interests when it comes to leisure and recreational activities.

I don’t think the Shooting Sports Facility should be treated any differently from other
sporting venues that are organized and operated by non-profits such as the Fish and Game
Association.

Clearly, conservation and preservation of habitat are worthy goals but my only
involvement is financially donating, from time to time, to various organizations that are
also involved in trying to achieve those goals.



Thank you.

Rajko Dodic
City of Lethbridge Councillor Candidate
October 6, 2021



Lethbridge Fish & Game
Preference Pyramid - Councillor Candidates 2021

As requested by our membership. Preference ranking is based on member feedback.
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Candidates who did not respond to our request fc @ message to our members or submit a
response to our questionnaire were not included.j Block sizes are only roughly comparative of
the response for that candidate(s). This information is only for consideration by those that find it
useful and we strongly encourage everyone to review all the candidate information available to
them as well as the voting patterns of those electid in previous years. Please contact
candidates directly for any clarification on their pgsition or policies. The LFGA encourages ALL
MEMBERS, their family and friends to make sureito VOTE IN THIS ELECTION PLEASE!



